
MOSES MAKES A BRASS SNAKE
Lesson



Lesson Aim

That the children may 

• Understand more fully the gift of salvation in 
Christ

• Respond by thanking Jesus for dying for them 
and pledging their loving obedience to Him the 
rest of their lives



Scripture
Scripture

Numbers 20:1, 23-29; 21:4-9

Memory verse: 

John 3:17
For God did not send His son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world 
through Him (NIV)



Review of the Previous lesson

• When the spies returned from Canaan, what good 
things did they tell the people about the land? (It was 
very good for growing fruits and vegetables)

• How did Moses disobey God? (He became angry and 
struck the rock instead of speaking to it)

• What consequence did Moses suffer as a result?(He 
was not allowed to enter the promised land)



Background to the story

Just before the events of today’s lesson, Aaron passed his 
responsibilities as High Priest on to his son, Eleazer (Numbers 20:22-29). 
After this, Aaron died.

This is the last “complaint story” we read about in Numbers. As the 
people continued to wander in the wilderness they became 
“impatient”. They must have known that the forty years was almost 
complete. It was as if the time was getting so close that the people 
thought more and more about their situation. What might have begun 
as simple comparisons grew into grumbling and finally into a need to 
place blame.

The people were “speaking against God.” Moses was the leader that the 
Lord had chosen and so they rejected him too. The Lord had 
consistently provided manna and quail and yet the people called it 
“miserable.”

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2020:22-29&version=NIV


1. Miriam and Aaron die (Numbers 20:1, 23-29)

• The Israelites had been wandering in the wilderness for 
a long time. Many who had rebelled and refused to go 
into the new land had already died.

• Miriam died while they were at Kadesh. Aaron dies at 
Mout Hor and his son, Eleazer, took his place as high 
priest.

• The people mourned Aaron for a whole month



2. The people complain again (Numbers 21:4-6)

• Because so many of the older people had died, younger men 
had now become the leaders of each tribe. They were strong 
and healthy from living outdoors for many years.

• God had continued to protect them and lead them, even 
though their parents had refused to obey Him and ho into the 
land. He gave them manna to eat everyday and provided 
water for them and their animals.

• Bible also tells us that their clothes never wore out and their 
feet never swelled from all the walking! (Deutronomy 8:4)



Cont’d

• From Mount Hor God led them toward the Red Sea. 
The people were tired of travelling and became 
impatient and discouraged.

• Once again they began to complain and grumble 
against God and Moses, just as their parents and 
grandparents had done.

• They said, “Why did you bring us up in Egypt to die in 
this desert? There is no bread! There is no water! 
And we hate this miserable manna!”



3. The Lord sends poisonous snakes(Numbers 21:6)

❖The Lord then sent poisonous snakes into the camp to bite 
the people.  The Bible does not tell us which kind of snakes 
they were - only that they were poisonous and many people 
died. 

❖ What a horrible time it must have been. Everywhere the 
people looked or moved, there was a snake ready to bite 
them.

❖What does this punishment tell us about what God thought 
about their complaining? He was dissapointed that they 
would not trust Him and He had to punish their sin. It seemed 
as if the Israelites just never learned their lesson.





4. The people repent (Numbers 21:7)
( Exodus 40:1-33)

❖ Look in verse seven and see what the people did. They 
came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke 
against God and against you. Pray to the Lord that He 
will take the snakes away.”

❖ The Israelites knew that they had been wrong and 
confessed their sins.

❖ Then Moses prayed for the people and asked for the 
Lord’s forgiveness.





5. Moses makes a brass snake (Numbers 21:8-9)

❖When Moses prayed, God answered. God told Moses to make a 
snake out of metal and put it up on a pole so that everyone could 
see it. Then, whenever a person was bitten, he/she could look at 
the snake and be healed.

❖Moses obeyed God. He had learnt the importance of trusting and 
obeying God. He made a snake out of brass and put it up on a 
pole. Then he said to the people, “This is what God says: when 
you are bitten by a snake, look at the snake on the pole and you 
will live.”

❖ Those who had been bitten were to look upon the bronze serpent 
and be healed. Instead of stopping at a general group admission 
of responsibility, each individual had to look at the snake before 
being healed.





Conclusion
• God was teaching the people something about faith. 
• It is totally illogical to think that looking at an image of a 

snake could heal anyone from a snakebite, but that is exactly 
what God told them to do. 

• It took an act of faith by the Israelites to be healed. It wasn’t 
the looking that saved them, it was the belief and faith based 
on the fact that God had always kept His promises in the past 
and would do so again now for them!

• The Israelites had, by their longing after the things left 
behind in Egypt, tested and tried God so God rightly punished 
them. Today, Christians must be on their guard not to tempt 
the Lord by chasing after those worldly and physical 
pleasures from which He by His death has saved us. 



Application
• Just as the Israelites died in the wilderness for their sins, 

we are all sinners and deserve to die for our sins. But God 
did a wonderful thing for us and we learn it in the 
memory verse, He sent His son to die for our sins on the 
cross.

• Jesus later parallels himself to the bronze serpent on a 
pole (John 3:14). Just as the serpent was lifted up on the 
pole, Jesus would be lifted up on a cross. Anyone who 
“looks to Him” will be saved.

• Another note of interest is that many modern medical 
associations use the symbol of a serpent on a pole to 
symbolize healing.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%203:14&version=NIV
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