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The Boy Jesus Grows up
Theme. Savior

That the children may :

Know that Jesus, even as a 
child, showed us what God is 
like.

Respond by trusting Jesus to 
help them obey God's Word as 
He did. 



The Boy Jesus grows Up.
Theme. Savior

Matthew 2:1-23: 

Luke 2:39-52; 

Mark 6:3



Review of the Previous lesson

1. God called me to be the father of His special nation of 
people. Who am 1? (Abraham)

2. An angel came to tell me that I was to be the mother of 
the Savior.  Who am I? (Mary)

3. I came to tell Mary that she was to be the mother of Jesus. 
Who am I? (Gabriel)

4. An angel came to tell me that Mary was to be the mother 
of Jesus. Who am I? (Joseph)

5. The angels came to tell us that the Savior had come. Who 
are we? (Shepherds)

6. One of my names means anointed one. Who am I?



1. What was Jesus like?
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Jesus Grows up in Nazareth

• When Jesus was a little boy his family 

moved to the town of Nazareth. 

• Jesus grew up doing the things that little 

boys do. He played games with his friends 

and he went to school. Joseph was a 

carpenter so Jesus learned how to help him 

make things from wood.

2. Jesus grows up in Nazareth.
(Luke 2:39, 40; Mark 6:3)
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Jesus Grows up in Nazareth

• Jesus life as He was growing up was made up 

of the same things as ours -family, work, school, 

church, friends, play.

• From the time Jesus was old enough to 

understand anything at all, His mother must 

have told Him the stories of Abraham, Joseph, 

David, and the other Israelites. 

• As He grew older He learned, both at home and 

in the synagogue, how the Jewish people were 

waiting and watching for their Messiah to come.

2. Jesus grows up in Nazareth.
(Luke 2:39, 40; Mark 6:3)



•As Jesus grew, He became more 
and more aware of who He was and 
why He had come.
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Jesus goes to Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph 

• God had committed that His people worship in 

the temple at different times during the year. 

• Once a year the Jews went to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover. 

• They met to remember together how God had 

led them out of Egypt, protecting them from the 

angel of death.

• When Jesus was twelve years old, He went with 

Joseph and Mary to Jerusalem for the Passover 

Feast. 

Jesus goes to Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph.

(Luke 2:41-45)
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Jesus goes to Jerusalem with Mary and 

Joseph.

(Luke 2:41-45)
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• When Jesus and His parents with arrived in the city, they 

celebrated with friends and relatives for seven days, 

going to the beautiful temple, worshiping God, and 

hearing the Word of God explained to them. 

• When the Passover Feast was over, the little family began 

the trip back to Nazareth. At first Mary and Joseph did 

not notice that Jesus was not with them.

• Then they became really concerned, just as your mother 

and father would be if you were missing. 

Jesus was promised in the Old 

Testament
Gen 3:15, 12:1-3, 2 Samuel 7:8-16





Mary and Joseph traveled a whole day's journey back to 

Jerusalem to look for Him. 
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They began to ask all their 

friends and relatives 

• They looked through the city 

streets and every place they 

had been during the Passover 

Feast. 
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• Finally Mary and Joseph found baby 

Jesus.

• He was in the temple sitting with 

religious tehers snd leaders. 

• they were all grown men, some of them 

old. it was their job to explain the word 

to the people. 

• Jesus was listening to them talk. 

Sometimes He asked questions. 

Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the 

temple (Luke 2:46-50) 



Jesus at the temple
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• The men were amazed at how much this 

little boy understood God’s word.

• "How can this twelve-year-old boy have all 

this knowledge!" 

• They did not know that He was the Son of 

God in human flesh.

• Jesus showed is it is important it is to listen 

to God's Word and learn what God wants 

us know and do.

Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the 

temple (Luke 2:46-50) 
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• Mary said to Jesus, "Son, why did You do 

this to us? Your father and I have been 

worried and have been searching 

everywhere for You."

• Jesus replied, "But why were you searching 

for Me? Didn't you realize that I had to be 

here doing My Father's house?"

Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the 

temple (Luke 2:46-50) 



God the Father prepares.

Theme. Savior

• The Bible tells us that Jesus  went 

back to Nazareth with Mary and 

Joseph.

• He was obedient to Mary and 

Joseph.

• Jesus not only knew what God's 

Word said, He obeyed it

• God wants children to obey their 

parents

Jesus continues to grow.

(Luke 2:51, 52) 
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• From Luke 2:52 we read that Jesus was learning and growing.

• Jesus grew in four ways: 

• 1) He grew in wisdom. That meant that he learned about God and the world 

and how to live a good life in the world. 

•  2) He grew physically. That means he ate good food and exercised so he 

could grow big and strong.

•  3) He grew spiritually. That means in the way he knew and loved God. 

• 4) He grew socially. That means he learned how to make friends and how 

to treat people nicely.

• Jesus grew in all of these ways because he knew that someday he would 

do a special job for God.

• His Father (God) was preparing Him for the time when He should begin the 

ministry He had been sent to do. 

Jesus' mother is chosen.

 Luke 1:26-38) 
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• Although Jesus was God, He also was a human 

being who grew up in our world. 

• In what ways wås Jesus like you as He was 

growing up? (allow responses)

• He grew up in a family; He went to school and 

the synagogue, which is like our church; 

• Jesus never did anything wrong and was always 

obedient (add OBEDIENT) to His heavenly Father; 

He listened to God's Word and obeyed it.

Conclusion
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• Do you always obey what God has told you to do 

in His written Word?

• It is hard to be obedient without failing.

• The only way you can learn to do the things that 

please God is to turn your life over to the Lord 

Jesus.

• When you receive Jesus as your Savior  He 

comes into your life and gives you the desire and 

the power to obey God.

• When you trust Him to help you obey.

Application
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2 Peter 3:18

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 

and forever! Amen. (NIV)

Memory Verse
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